John Hall was a successful physician in Stratford-upon-Avon in the early 17th century with an extensive rural practice and was the son-in-law of William Shakespeare (to whom, some fancifully allege, he imparted his medical knowledge). He kept a casebook (written in Latin but later translated into English) of many of his cases (only his apparently successful ones!) which included several patients treated for epilepsy or the falling sickness (the terms were used apparently interchangeably). John Hall probably trained at Montpellier University and practised a form of medicine relating to the doctrine of humours-the usual medical discipline in late Elizabethan England.
In the process of collecting information on medical library history it has become apparent that the medical profession took a leading and continuously prominent role in resisting the tyranny of the Nazi occupiers in Norway during the Second World War. In order to understand the extent of this activity three questions will be addressed. By whom, when, and how did resistance occur? These events have to be set against a background of explaining why Norway was occupied and which other countries were also ruled by a foreign power at this time.
